224      THE WELL OF SAINT CLARE
If the laws of the city are agreeable to Justice and Truth, I have not spoken against them. I have only spoken words of loving-kindness. I said :
"c Strive not to destroy force by force. Be peaceable in the midst of wars, to the end the spirit of God may rest on you like a little bird on the top of a poplar in the valley that is flooded by the torrent.' I said, c Be gentle toward the men of violence.'"
Then the Judge cried out in anger :
a Speak ! tell us who are the men of violence."
But the holy man said :
"You are for milking the cow that has given all her milk, and would learn of me more than I know."
However the Judge imposed silence on the holy man, and he said :
" Your tongue has discharged the arrow of your discourse, and its shot was aimed at the Republic. Only it has lighted lower, and turned back upon yourself."
And the holy man said :
a You judge me, not by my acts and my words, which are manifest, but by my motives, which are visible only to God's eye."
And the Judge replied :
a Nay I if we could not see the invisible and were not gods upon earth, how would it be possible